I Heart Huckabees

Writing Situation
Existentialism encourages us to view our lives as works of art: we are the authors of our own destinies.  The basic philosophical themes of existentialism are used by authors in novels, stories, and plays to convey philosophical ideas. Camus, Sartre, Dostoyevsky, Ionesco and even Shakespeare convey ideas about identity, choice and destiny—some of the essential interests of existentialism. How do their literary methods reflect their philosophical views?  What are the differences between philosophical and literary writing?

Writing Directions
Select one or two core ideas which are presented in I (Heart) Huckabees (e.g. identity, “meaning”, coincidence, fate/destiny, “the blanket”, chaos). Using specific examples from the film, explain the way these ideas are explored. Take about 500-700 words (double space) to sift through the film’s message.  Use the chart to help you ground your discussion in the specifics of the film. 
Print your essay and bring it to class on Friday, December 17. Be prepared to have others read it—you may omit your name if you like—to get credit, print a copy with your name also).
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